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NECCC is a proud member of PSA 

IT  WAS  A GRAND  SLAM!  

By Our Own MVP  

Antoinette Gombeda, APSA 

HonNEC  

 

Photo  by  Paul  Smith  

 
The fans waited for two long years for 

the 75 th  which was delayed due to 

Covid. In that time, the team  

members practiced off season with 

maintaining equipment, schedules and 

assignments. The managers Lisa and 

Tom Cuchara and Susan Mosser were 

in constant contact with presenters  

and sponsors. The vendors were all 

set. Spring training was in 

session. (Continued next page)  



Photo Ops workers gathered what was need to ensure success. Glassware 

and props (living and non - living) were collected. Sets were built and 

beautiful models were ready to pose.  

 
The gates  opened  at  8am  on  July  25 th , the  fans  rushed  in  and  grabbed 
their tea m programs (registration packages and speakerôs notes) filled the 
stands and excitedly read the line - up (presenters and special offerings).  
Pinch  Hitter , Rick  Cloran  was  ready.  

 
First at bat were the Pre -conference classes. Second to take the plate were 

the programs and presenters, third  at bat were  the honors recipients.  

Bases were loaded with the key note speakers (Scott Kelby, Frans Lanting 

and  Billie  Weiss) batting  clean - up . They hit  it ou t of the park with a 

GRAND SLAM . The 75 th  was a huge success. The fans went wild.  

Now that the season is over , I want to thank all of you who have always 

supported our conference and responded to the survey sent by Dennis 

Gouletôs survey. They were most helpful.  We are warming up and 

planning new offerings for 2023.  

 

Now that I have exhausted my knowledge of baseball,  I want to  

congratulate two of our board members, Susan Mosser who received PSAôs 

Lifetime Achievement Award ((pages 5 & 8) and Rick Cloran (( page 5)) 

who received his HonFPSA and the Scales Award in October . 

 

Keeping Clubs Active monthly meetings hosted by Chane and Rhonda 

Cullens have been continuing with great success,  

<Clubservices@neccc.org> . All club reps, presidents and NECCC board 

members are invited to these meetings which have been excellent. They 

have provided a venue for sharing that has never been done before. Clubs 

have emerged stronger for the participation which has taken place.  

Discussions are lively. They are a great tool for learning and sharing what 

has been said with your club members. Most importantly, we build upon 

other ideas and realize we are not alone.  

Once again, stay well, stay safe and stay tuned for important updates. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Antoinette Gombeda, APSA HonNEC 
NECCC President  

 

"Photography is a way of feeling, of touching, of loving. What you 
have caught on film is captured forever... it remembers little things, 
long after you have forgotten everything." -  Aaron Siskind  

mailto:Clubservices@neccc.org


Report of April NECCC BOD Meeting 

Save These Dates-Looking Ahead 

The NECCC BOD met in Octo ber , 2022 and set aside a few dates for 2023 events 

as well as reassigning various jobs on the BOD itself.  

NECCC Circuits: It was decided that du e to many clubs still meeting online the 

NECCC Print Circuits (both B&W and Color) would be on hold until meetings and 

interest return to normal. The same was decided for the NECCC Digital Circuits 

(both color and Nature) as interest was down to one club t his year. The Recorded 

Commentary is still available for clubs to take advantage of.  
Direct  Link:  <13_Taped -Commentary.pdf  (neccc.org)>  

 

A.  Special Online Event -  We will be having a special afternoon presentation on 

Saturday July 22, 2023 from 1 -5pm which will be free to all NECCC active (dues 

paid) club membership. Format and speakers TBA. Sign up and Preregistration will 

be required to receive the Zoom link and  attend. More information will be sent out 

to the NECCC club Reps and club Presidents when it is formalized. Event 

Coordinators will be Susan Mosser, HonPSA, HonNEC and Shiv Verma, FPSA, 

HonNEC who will be handling the registration and Zoom process.  

B.  2023 A nnual Meeting, Reps Luncheon and Conferring of NECCC Honors -  

We will be having our annual Reps Meeting in the form of a luncheon on Saturday, 

June  24,  2023.  It will be  held at UMASS Amherst where  the  conference  was 

normally held. We will be presenting our 2023 Honors, 2023 Reps Service Awards 

and voting on the 2023 BOD Nominations at that time. For this special meeting we 

will  also  be inviting  the  NECCC Club  Presidents  along  with  the  NECCC club  Reps. 

The luncheon  details will be handled by BOD member Meredith Harris, HonNEC and 

you will  be receiving an invitation by email  sometime in April  2023  that you will 

have to RSVP to. 2023 Honors Chairman is Rhonda Cullens , MNEC-Deadline for 

Honors applications are April 1,  2023.  
Direct  link  to  Honors  application  and  information  is:  <14_NECCC -Honors.pdf>  

 
C. 2024 - A Special Photography Event/Function will be planned but we have no 

details yet  

 
D.  BOD  Officers  Positions  Changes  and  Reassignments:  

1.  NECCC Judges Listing -Mike DiStefano, APSA, HonNEC -  Mike will be 

contacting all names on the present list to updateinformation and get new listings. 

If you wish to be listed, please go to NECCC website  and fill in the form info  
Direct  Link:  <NECCC  Request  for  Reps'  Contact  Info>  

2.  NECCC Speakers Listing - Dennis Goulet, HonNEC -  Dennis will be 

contacting all names on the present l ist to updateinformation and get new listings. 

If you wish to be listed, please go to NECCC website  and fill in the form  info  
Direct  Link:  <NECCC  Request  for  Reps'  Contact  Info>  

3.  Club Membership Director - Barbara Rozavsky, HonNEC -  All club dues 

will now be due by October 12th each year and payment may be made online 

with PayPal. We also need a new information sheet filled in from all clubs at the  

http://neccc14.neccc.org/Club-Services-Packet-Current/06_New-Judge-Speaker-App.pdf
http://neccc14.neccc.org/Club-Services-Packet-Current/06_New-Judge-Speaker-App.pdf


same time to update the club listing on contacts, officers and meeting information.  

If other changes occur during the year, we ask th at you notify Barbara immediately 

so the change can be made on the listing and your club information is kept up to 

date. This is how you get new members -  People interested in photography use this 

list to find a camera club near them that fits their needs. The club listing has been 

updated with the new info we have received. If your club has not filled in the 

information sheet, please do so now. Every outstanding club has been called, 

emailed and postal mailed for this information by Susan Mosser  
Direct  link  to  the  form  is:  <25B_NECCC -New -Member - Info.doc  (live.com )>  

4.  NECCC  Publicity -  New  Director -  Mary  Boucher,  MNEC 

5.  NECCC  Youth  Director -  Karen  Geaghan,  MNEC 

6.  NECCC  Secretary -Pam Lintner,  HonNEC (taking  over  in  July  2023)  

 

Contact information for all these new directors can be found on the new officers 

page listing of this copy of the Bulletin.  

 
Susan Mosser, HonPSA, HonNEC  s.jmosser@comcast.net  

NECCC Steering Committee Chairman  
 

 

 

 

 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fneccc14.neccc.org%2FClub-Services-Packet-Current%2F25B_NECCC-New-Member-Info.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:s.jmosser@comcast.net


Photographic Society of America 
Society Recognition Awards & End of Year Awards 

 

 

The Photographic Society of Americaôs (PSA) held their annual conference 
(known now as the Photo Fest) in Colorado Spring, Co September 21 -24, 2022 

where  several  honors  and  year  end  awards  were presented. As  is usual several  New 
England Photographers and clubs were honored with very prestigious honors and 

awards.  

2022 PSA Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient 

The Photographic  Society  of  America  established  the  Lifetime  Achievement 

Award in 2012 as one of the Societyôs most prestigious awards and the Societyôs 

highest award to a member for a combination of service to photography and 

photographic achievement. This yearôs recipient was: 

Susan Mosser, HonPSA, HonNEC 

Please see the article about Susan Achievements on page 8. There 

have been eleven recipients of this award and three of them come 

from MA -2021 -  Daniel Charbonnet, HonPSA, EPSA, HonNEC; 2019 -  

Richard Cloran, HonFPSA, GMPSA, HonNEC and 2022 -Susan Mosser, 

HonPSA,  HonNEC all  from  the  Greater  Lynn  Photographic  Association.  

 
 

 

 
PSA Society Honors Recognition 

Honorary  Fellow  (HonFPSA)  

Richard  Cloran,  HonFPSA,  GMPSA,  HonNEC  

This is the highest of the Honors bestowed by PSA. The letter F 
was added to his previous honor of HonPSA. It is awarded to PSA 

members in good standing who have gone far above and beyond 
the call of duty for many years in their service to PSA. Significant 
leadership in PSA and other organizations are important factors , 

but so is long and distinguished service in other roles. The 
credentials for HonFPSA will often show extensive teaching, 

writing, judging, assessing, and other kinds of important services 
to  other  organizations  and  to  photographers  worldwide.  Proficiency  

or  photographic  achievement,  or  a work  background  or  education  relevant  to  these 

services, may help explain the value of these services, but proficiency and 
achievement are not requirements for HonFPSA honors.  
Typical  of  Candidates  receiving  this  honor  is exemplary  and  distinguished  service  



over many years, a virtual lifetime of membership in PSA, including service which 
was considered for the other PSA honors. The total number of HonFPSA honors is 

limited  to  twenty - five  living  members  of  the Society  at  any  time.  At  this  time  there 
are only 9 PSA members out of 5000 from 70 different counties that have this 

distinction. Given eight Honors Committee members, seven affirmative votes are 
required for HonFPSA. In all cases where the Honors Commi ttee voting 
requirements are met, HonFPSA Candidates also require majority vote by the PSA 

Board of Directors.  
Rickôs Citation reads: Elected Honorary Fellow for his 46 years of service, 

dedication, leadership and commitment to the Society, including his c ontinuing 
service to the PSA Endowment Fund Trustee, member of the PSA Investment 
Committee, and recent service as member and chair of the 3D Stereo Advisory 

Committee; service to PSA Education Program as an instructor of the Competitive 
Image Course, as a ssessor for the PSA Portfolio Distinction Program, and as 

commentator for PSA Study Groups; service as member of the International 
Understanding  Through  Photography  Award  Committee  and  as a member  and  chair 
of the Lifetime Achievement Award Committee; cont inuing service to the New 

England Camera Council and the Greater Lynn Photographic Association; and 
service as a judge, writer, instructor and workshop leader.  

 

PSA Society Recognition Awards 

Rick  was  also  the  recipient of  the  Scales  Award  for  Long  Time  Service which 
is presented annually to a member who has provided long service to the Society 
and photography. Included in this write -up that was not listed above for his 

HonFPSA is:  serving  on  the  PSA Nominating  Committee  including  as Chairman;  the 
Honors Committee, including as Chairman; the PSA Conference Equipment 
Committee; the PSA Nature Division as Chairman and the Exhibition Acceptance 

Management System (EAMS) Advisory Team.  

Rick is a member and Honorary Life Vice President of the Greater Lynn 
Photographic  Society  and  an Honorary  Life Vice  president  and  current  Treasurer  of 
the NECCC BOD and has presented several times at NECCC Conferences.  

************************************ ******************************  

PSA Newsletter Contest 

 
The 2022  PSA club/council/chapter  newsletter  contest  is judged  by  3 judges  and 
the entries are split into large and small clubs. Congratulations to the  

Stony  Brook  Camera  Club -MA for  winning  two  awards.  

Stony  Brook  Camera  Club -  won  two  Awards - Tied  for  First  Place  in  the 
Large Club Division and Best Opinion Article (ñCharacter Mattersò by Mike 
Shaffner) Reflections -  Donna Parker, Editor  

 



The 2022  PSA club/council/chapter  website  contest  is judged  by  3 judges  and  the 
entries  are  split  into  large,  medium  and  small  clubs.  Congratulations  to  the  

Flagpole  Photographers  Camera  Club -CT for  winning  an  Honor  Award  in 
the Group C -  Small Clubs. Clubs were entered from the USA, Canada, UK 

and India.  Congratulations to Chane Cullens, HonNEC -  Webmaster  

PSA Website Contest 
 

*************************************************************  

End of Year Interclub Awards 

There are a number of awards given ïtotal club points and individual awards for 
Best Images of the Year:  

Club Digital Awards-Clubs in Top Five Placements 

Greater  Lynn  PA - MA  won  the  1st  place  award  in  the  Group  A Nature  Interclub 
and 2nd place in the Group A Pictorial or PID interclub. This is the 5th year GLPA 
has come in 1st place in Nature.  

Simsbury Camera Club, CT -placed 5th in Group C -  Pictorial -PID 

Nashoba  Valley  Photo  Club,  MA  placed  1st  in  Group  D-Pictorial -PID 

Gateway Camera Club, CT placed 2nd in Group C -  Nature Interclub  

 
Interclub Image of the Year Competitions 

Nature  Interclub -Group  A 

Silver  Medal :  ñSpider  Wrapping  Hopper ò Cathy  Kiefer -Gateway  CC-MA-Group  B 
Honor Awards:  
ñKingfisher with  Two  Minnowsò-Kathy  Murphy -Greater  Lynn  PA-Group  A 
ñA Nice  Breakfast  for  the  Family ò-Paul  Smith,  MNEC -  Gateway  CC-MA-Group  B 
ñCoopers Hawk  Afternoon  Mealò-  Jeff  Levesque -Simsbury  CC-CT-Group  C 

**********************************************************************  

We in New England are very lucky to have such dedicated and talented 
photographers in our clubs and council. We congratulate them all on their 
accomplishments and thank them for all tha t they do for the photographic 

community whether locally or internationally.  

Susan  Mosser  HonPSA,  HonNEC Vice  President  on  the  NECCC BOD 



2022 PSA Lifetime Achievement Award - Susan Mosser, HonPSA, 

HonNEC  

 

PSA President  J.R.Schnelzer  and  Susan  Mosser  

 

By Rick Cloran, HonFPSA, GMPSA, HonNEC 

Chairman PSA Lifetime Achievement Award Committee  
 

Service to the Photographic Society of America 
 

The Photographic Society of America (PSA) established the Lifetime Achievement 

Award in 2012 as one of the Societyôs most prestigious awards and the Societyôs 
highest award to a member for a combination of service to photography and 
photographic achievement. PSA is proud to present the 2022 Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Susan Mosser, HonPSA, HonNEC, the eleventh PSA member so honored. 
The award was presented at the annual Photo Festival Honors and Awards Banquet on 
September 24, 2022, in Colorado Springs. 

 
Susan joined PSA in late 1983. Her service to the Society began almost 
immediately, first as a member of the Conference Equipment Committee and 
ultimately as the Chair of the Conference Equipment team for much of the 80ôs 
and early 90ôs. Susan served on the PSA International Conference Committee 
as Conference Program Coordinator from 1992-1997 and was a member of the 
Registration team in 2005 and 2006. 

 
Susan has also served PSA in a variety of other positions including being a 
section chair for the PSA International Exhibition for various divisions. She is 
currently serving as the Director for the Nature Division Image of the Year- 
Exhibitions competition, and recently added the role of Coordinator for the 
Image of the Year-Exhibitions competition across all divisions. In addition, she 
is serving her third term on the PSA Honors Committee. 



Service to the New England Camera Club Council 
 

Susanôs service to the New England region and NECCC began even before she 
joined PSA. She has been the NECCC Conference Equipment Chairperson 
since the mid 80ôs. She has Chaired or Co-Chaired the NECCC Conference on 
twelve separate occasions and has acted as the Conference Coordinator for the 
past two Conferences. Those who have helped to plan and have worked on the 
NECCC Conference have some idea of the many hours that go into making just 
one Conference happen. Multiply that by a dozen and you begin to appreciate 
how many hours Susan has dedicated to making the NECCC Conference one 

of the events people circled on their calendars every year. 
 

Susan has been a Vice President on the NECCC Board since 1997 and served 
as President from 2000-2001 and as Chairman of the Board from 2002-2004. In 
addition, Susan has functioned as the Chair for the NECCC Steering 
Committee from 1998 through the present day. As she has done for PSA, 
Susan is a regular contributor of articles for the NECCC Bulletin. It is not 
unusual to find her drafting several informational pieces as the Bulletin deadline 
approaches. 

 
Susan received her HonNEC honor in 1998. The 2007 NECCC Conference was 
dedicated to Susan and her husband Jacob. Susan was elected a Life Vice 
President of the Council in 2012. 

 
Service to the Greater Lynn Photographic Association and other 
organizations 

 

Describing what Susan has done for Greater Lynn in detail would run for a page 
or more. She joined GLPA in 1977 and almost immediately began working. She 
has been, and still is, the Chair of the Projected Competitions, Program Chair, 

one of the Webmasters, one of the Directors of the GLPA Building Fund with 
her husband Jacob, as well as a member of the Board. She also served as the 
Chair of the Greater Lynn International for thirty-two of its thirty-five years. She 
was elected a Life Vice President of GLPA in 2007. 

 
Those of you who can remember the Yankee Photographic Society and its 
semi-annual day long Conferences, likely also remember that Susan served as 
Chair of the Society for nearly 20 years. She is also an active member of the 
Massachusetts Camera Naturalists (CamNats) and has served on a number of 
CamNats committees over the years. 

 
If you get a chance, please take a moment to congratulate Susan on this well 
deserved recognition of her tireless service to PSA, NECCC, GLPA and 
photography in general. 

 

Please  congratulate  Susan  the  next  time  you  see  her!  



From  Susanõs Portfolio  

 

 

 



2022  Conference  Dedication  

Dennis Goulet, HonNEC 
 

It  is with  gratitude  and  great  pride  that  we  dedicate  the  75 th Anniversary  Conference 

to Dennis Goulet, HonNEC of Rehoboth, Massachusetts in recognition of his 

considerable support and service to the New England Camera Club Council and its 

member clubs.  
 

Chris  Germain,  HonNEC presents  Certificate  to  Dennis,  HonNEC 

Dennisô service  to  the  council  and  photographic  community  is impressive  in  quality 

and scope. After retiring in 2010, he volunteered toò helpò with the conference. 

Little  did he  know that offer was  misinterpreted to  mean serving as  the  chairman of 

the  conference.  He found  out  when  Ray Guillette,  HonNEC,  then  president  of  NECCC 

suggested he join the ñboard of directorsò since he would be running the 



conference. Without a pause, he accepted both positions.  After working with  

Susan Mosser, HonPSA, HonNEC and Antoinette Gombeda, APSA, HonNEC on the 

conference  as their  assistant  and  ñgo to  guy  for  anything  digital  or  too  technicalò he 

became the chair of the 2013 and 2014 conferences.  

Being unafraid of trying new things, Dennis streamlined printing and mailing 

expenses using electronic documents for all communication with speakers and 

sponsors,  and  he started  the  conference  Door  Prize  Extravaganza  with  ove r 1,000 

prizes worth over $100,000 since 2013.  

In  2015,  he  became  Vendor  Coordinator,  switching  to  digital  communications  and 

eliminating more paperwork. His accurate floor plan for the vendor area has 

increased the number of available tables.  

In addition to being conference chair, Dennis has served NECCC in many other 

administrative roles as its President and Chairman of the  Board and as an integral 

part of the Steering Committee.  He continues to support conference efforts by 

advising the Vendor Coordinators, soliciting door prizes, designing floor plans and 

analyzing  attendance,  income  and  expense  data.  All  this  information  provides  facts 

on which to base future decisions.  Dennis is so busy with tasks during the 

conference that he has only seen nine programs in the past seven conferences.  

Dennis is an accomplished photographer whose adventures have brought him to 

many parts o f the world. His focus is on nature and landscape with a particular 

interest in macro photography. Dennis is a member and past president of the 

Photographic Society of Rhode Island (PSRI) where he has been a member since 

2000 and a member of the Massachuse tts Camera Naturalists (CamNats), an 

invitation  only  photographic  organization  dedicated  to  nature  photography  and  the 

advancement and teaching of nature and the environment.  He is currently 

webmaster for PSRI, CamNats and the Ocean State International Exh ibition.  

He presents  instructional  programs  for  local  camera  clubs  and  has  presented  six 

times at NECCC Conferences. With over 100 presentations, many of which are 

showcases with music, including presentations of the Ocean State International 

Exhibition of  Photography, Dennis has shared his knowledge with clubs in 

Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Maine.  

Dennis  Goulet,  HonNEC is a tireless  worker  with  remarkable  attention  to  detail  who 

has made significant long - lasting contributions to the photographic community.  

2022  Dedication  Committee  

Chris  Germain,  HonNEC 
Antoinette  Gombeda,  APSA, HonNEC 

Richard  Cloran,  HonPSA,  FPSA,GMPSA, HonNEC 



NECCC HONORS RECIEPIENTS 
 

NECCC has recognized all these well -deserving individuals for their accomplishments and 

contributions to the photographic community with Honors that have been bestowed on them in 

2020, 2021 and 2022. The recipientsô pictures and information of the 2020 and 2021 honors 

have already been published in the 2020 and 2021 Bulletins but they were all officially 

recognized  in  person and  honored on  stage  at  the  Fine  Arts  Center  prior  to  the  75th Anniversary 

Keynote Speakers. Therefore, we will only be listing their names in this issue of the bulletin and 

photos of the presentation on stage. On Friday night July 15th, we presented the Honors from 

2020 and 2021. On Saturday night July 16th, we presented the Honors from 2022. We 

congratulate them all on their photographic achievements and thank them for all the work they 

have done for photography throughout New England and the USA.  

2020 HONORS RECIEPIENTS 

Honorary Life Vice President 
Richard  Clor an,  HonFPSA,  GMPSA,  HonNEC  

 

Honorary Member (HonNEC) 

Thomas  Cuchara -CT-New  Haven  CC 
Rich  Novak -MA-Springfield  Photo  Soc- (Rich  passed  away  a few  weeks  after  receiving  the  Honor)  

 

Master Member (MNEC) 

Denise  Benavides -MA-Greater  Lynn  PA 
Patrick Brosnan -MA-Greater Lynn PA  

Lisa Bushee -RI -  Photographic Soc. of Rhode Island 
Richard  Kunsch -Ct-Milford  Cc & Greater  Bridgeport  CC 

Nancy Orbe -MA-  Photographic Soc. of Rhode Island 
Terri Smith -CT-Greater Bridgeport CC  

 

Associate Member (ANEC) 
Bobbi  Lane -MA-Commercial  Photographer  

2021 HONORS RECIEPIENTS 

Master Member (MNEC) 

Linda  Coviello -MA-Greater  Lynn  PA 
Larry Dunn -MA-Greater Lynn PA 
John  McGrath -MA-Greater  Lynn  PA 

Denise Saldana -CT-New Haven CC 
Janet Walton -MA-Cranberry CC  
Karl  Zuzarte -RI -Photographic  Soc.  of  Rhode  Island  

 
2022 HONORS RECIEPIENTS 

Honorary Life Vice President 

The highest accolade the NECCC Board of Directors can bestow upon an individual is Honorary 
Life Vice President. This Honor is proposed by a member of the Executive Comm ittee of the 

NECCC Board  of  Directors  and  must  have  a unanimous  vote  from  the  Board.  The  total  number  of 
Honorary Life Vice Presidents is limited to ten living members of the Council at any time. The 
Council is pleased to announce the two newest recipients, Richard Cloran, HonFPSA, HonNEC 

(2020) and Dennis Goulet, HonNEC (2022). Congratulations to both rec ipients on attaining 
NECCCôs highest honor. 



Richard Cloran, HonFPSA, GMPSA, HonNEC 
Honorary Life Vice President 
For his outstanding contributions to the Greater Lynn Photographic Association (GLPA) since 
1975; serving as its treasurer for over 10 years, sitting on its Board of Directors, and receiving 
its  highest  honor,  Honorary  Life  Vice  President;  for  his  exceptio nal  leadership  roles  in  the  Photo -  

graphic Society of America (PSA), serving as an Endowment Fund Trustee and Chairman of its 
Investment Committee as well as past chairs of its Nature Division, Honors Committee and 
Nominating Committee; for receiving PSAôs Lifetime Achievement Award one of the societyôs 

most prestigious awards; for his dedication to NECCC, serving as its treasurer since 2012, 
presenting numerous sought -after and informative programs and workshops at its conferences; 

for his key role as memb er of NECCCôs steering and scholarship committees; for his 
accomplishments  as a photographer,  having  received  multi -ple  awards  and  Galaxies  in  both  PSA 
Nature  and Color and for his  excellent commentary as  a judge  and knowledgeable  lecturer. Rick 

is passionate about the advancement of photography both locally and nationally through his 
work in GLPA, NECCC and PSA and is always willing to share his knowledge, enthusiasm and 

inspiration with fellow photographers.  
 

Dennis Goulet, HonNEC 
Honorary Life Vice President 
For his  term  as distinguished  president  of  New  England  Camera  Club  Council;  for  his  outstanding 

leadership in serving as both assistant chair -man and chairman of the NECCC Annual 

Conference; for his continued service on the Ne w England Camera Club Council Board as 

Director Door Prizes and past Director of Vendors for the conference; for his tire - less efforts in 

sharing his knowledge of photography through teaching program presentations as well as 

showcase presentations at confe rences and camera clubs throughout New England; for his 

committed service through the varied offices held in the Photographic Society of Rhode Is - land 

(PSRI)  ;  for  co-chairing  the  Ocean  State  International  Exhibition  and  producing  its  showcase;  for 

his  sou ght after knowledge  in  judging  activi - ties  and  his  excellent photographic  achievements  as 

an award winning photographer within camera clubs and nationally; and for his contributions to 

Massachusetts Camera Naturalists (CamNats). Dennis is a dedicated contributor to the 

photographic community throughout New England and beyond.  

 
Honorary Member (HonNEC) 

 
Chane  Cullens  
Honorary  Member  (HonNEC )  

Chane receives this Honor is an active member of the Flagpole Photographers Camera Club in 

Connecticut where he uses his extensive technical expertise in creating digital competition 
software for the club.  As an officer on the NECCC Board, he streamlined the club services  
packet with electronic versions of all the forms and debuted a new conference website in 2019 

which he continues to maintain as its webmaster. Most importantly, he has hosted, since August  
2020,a  monthly  Keeping  NECCC  Clubs  Active  virtual  meeting  and  will  continue  to  host  them  in 

the future, where club representatives meet to discuss difficulties encountered since the 
pandemic.  This has provided a venue that has never been done before. It focuses on making 
clubs feel they are part of a whole working towards a common goal partner ing and sharing, 

which helps clubs emerge as strong groups less hesitant to try new things. Chane records these 
meetings and posts them on the website for all to take advantage of the discussions.  



Chris  Germain  
Honorary  Member  (HonNEC )  

Chris has been a NECCC BOD member since 2005 and started her service to NECCC on the 
Conference  Slide  Competitions  in  1990.  Then  in  1992,  after  serving  a year  on  both the  Slide  and 
the Hi -Jinx (aka Photo Ops) Committee, Chris worked solely on Photo Ops and in 2005 b ecame 

co-chair of this activity responsible for three rooms of innovative set -ups for our conference 
attendees to photograph as well as outside setups, such as the birds of prey. She and her 

committee arrive on Thursday to set up and then they tear down Su nday afternoon leaving the 
conference after most other officers have arrived at home. A member of GLPA since 1984, she 
has held the position of Vice President (responsible for all programming) and President twice.  

She  has  been  a member  of  the  GLPA-  BOD for  over  ten  years  and  is in charge  of  all  things  social 
at  the  club,  decorating,  purchasing,  arranging  and  setting  up  all  social  events  and  refreshments. 

GLPA also has a very active Photo Ops Group which she co -chairs, that has three shooting 
sessions a y ear, which is opened up to other clubs in the area so their membership may also 
attend.  

 
Cynthia  Gosselin  
Honorary  Member  (HonNEC )  

Cindy Gosselin continues to be a driving force for the Charter Oak Photographic Society in 

Connecticut where she has held a n umber of administrative positions. She is a consummate 
problem solver and voice of reason keeping the club together and focused throughout the 
pandemic when it was faced with difficult decisions.  Acting as co -chairman of the New England 

Camera Club Councilôs Digital Imaging Competitions, Cindy works with the clubs after the 
competition  sharing  scores,  creating  reports,  and  providing  final  reports  for  clubs  on  the  website. 

She coordinates the judgin g of the Image of the Year, as well as the Dan Charbonnet Memorial 
Award. She is also is an integral part of the New England Camera Councilôs Steering Committee 
and  an  essential  part of  all  pre -conference  and  conference  activities  where  she  lends  her  suppo rt 

and expertise to the tasks at hand.  

 

Meredith  Harris  

Honorary  Member  (HonNEC )  

Meredith  Harrisôs outstanding  organizational  skills  are  evident  in all  she  takes  on  for  the  Charter 
Oak Photographic Society of Connecticut through her service and leadership. She is proficient 

with her innovative approach to modifying and adjusting workshops at a momentôs notice. 
Meredith  has  provided  many  workshops  and  training  events  for  Chart er  Oak  members  where 
they can learn new techniques which have encouraged participants in a variety of activities. 

Serving in the expansive role of Officer, Committee and Speaker Registration for NECCC 
Conferences, Meredith not only registers officers, spea kers and committee members, she 

coordinates and schedules all meals with UMASS Conference Services making sure to 
accommodate those with special dietary needs. She sees to the comfort of all.  

 
Pamela  Lintner  
Honorary  Member  (HonNec )  

Pam Lintner has served on the NECCC BOD for over twelve years when she took over as the 

Projected Image Competition Chairman for the conference. She converted it to a digital 
competition format setting up the online registration page and the use if a new digital scoring 

system f or the judging. Along with the projected image competition, she is also responsible for 
formatting and assembling the printed 200 -page edition of the conference speakers notes. Her 
third Council job involves the NECCC website where she routinely posts all the updates to the 

club membership representatives and presidentsô information page every month. Along with this 
she  also  posts  the  NECCC Bulletin  and  makes  any  changes  that  need  to  be done  whenever  asked 

of her. As a member of Greater Lynn Photographic Assoc. (GLPA) for over twenty years she has 
been on the Board of Directors for over eight years and has been the projected image  



competition co -chairman for over fifteen years. Pam is also pa rt of a team of three people 
responsible  for  the  GLPA website  posting  text,  images  and  updating  all  80  pages  as needed 
through ñDream Weaverò. 

 
Shiv  Verma,  FPSA  
Honorary  Member  (HonNec )  

A long - time  member  of  the  NECCC BOD,  Shiv  has  handled  many  projects  for  the  board.  His main 

job is  the  NECCC circuits, however extremely knowledgeable  in various  technologies, he  stepped 
in when needed to handle and moderate our online ñ2021 NECCC Eventò via zoom. He 
collaborated with the speakers, planned out the  time frame, sent the links and reminders to the 

attendees  and moderated the  day making it a very well -organized machine. He  has  also  stepped 
in for the 2022 conference and developed a program where the roll over attendees, committee 

workers, vendors, mode ls and BOD members could up load their proof of vaccine through a 
special link. Though all are registered they do not go through the normal conference services 
registration process.  A member of the Greater Lynn Photographic Assoc. he fills in with any job 

needed, whether it be  judging, presentations  or answering  equipment and  technology  questions. 
He judges and presents locally, throughout the USA and internationally. A past PSA BOD 

member he is now Director of PSAôs Webinar Series- responsible for teaching speaker 
presentations available to the full international PSA membership via zoom.  

 

Master Member (MNEC) 
 

Dorothy Beaudoin 

Master  Member  (MNEC)  

Dottie receives this honor for her endless involvement with Greater Lynn Photographic 
Association (GLPA) being willing to work on anything asked of her; for serving on and chairing 
the GLPA Nominating Committee; for being part of the GLPA Permanent Print C ommittee; for 

working  tirelessly  helping  with  cleanup,  both  inside  and  outside  of  the  club;  for  working  on  club 
social events; for assisting with club administrative duties; for her service to NECCC being an 

intricate  part  of  the  Photo  Ops committee, assis ting  with  scheduling,  helping  pack  the  van  with 
supplies and equipment, arriving early to the conference to do a major part of the set up and 
building of the creative sets, monitoring sets over the weekend, then staying late to pack 

everything back up; for  her great interest in photography and assisting others.  

 
Jan  Doyle  
Master  Member  (MNEC  

Jan receives  this  honor  for  her  numerous  leadership  roles  and  service  to  the  New  Haven  Camera 
Club as past President, Chair of Workshops, Field Trip Leader, Competition Judge and Board 
Member;  for  her  nationally  viewed  and  awarded  cable  show  ñWyse Talk/Classroom  Connectionsò 

where she has interviewed many members of the photographic communit y; for her service on 
the board of the Connecticut Association of Photographers; for her programs presented to local 

camera clubs and national audiences; for her service as a volunteer at the NECCC photography 
conferences introducing and assisting speakers  and for promoting the conference; for her 
photography exhibits which include using her photos to create art with thread painting or photo 

stitching.  
 

Walter  Knox  
Master  Member  (MNEC)  

Walter receives this award for his active participation in the Upper Cap e Camera Club; for 

serving  as club  President  since  2013  leading  the  club  to  increased  membership;  for  guiding  the 
club into ZOOM meetings during the pandemic inviting speakers and judges from all over the 
country; for introducing the club into the use of the Visual Pursuit format, which has spread to 

other clubs; for encouraging members to participate in a variety  of field trips, exhibits and  



competitions including international competitions; for forming a close bond with the Falmouth 
Art  Center  and  the  Public  Library  which  has  resulted in  many  activities  of mutual  interest;  for  his 
work assisting high sc hool students with exhibits; for offering his photos for publication to 
support  conservation  organizations;  for  his  enthusiastic  support  of  NECCC; for  his  ñcan-doò spirit 

and willingness to share his knowledge and time helping others with their photography . 

 
Janice  Koskey  
Master  Member  (MNEC)  

Janice receives this honor for her active participation with the Photographic Society of America 
(PSA)  contributing  many  articles  for  publication  and  presenting  her  ñLooking Behind  the  Imagesò 
program as part of PSAôs webinar series offered worldwide; for being an active member of the 

Greater Lynn Photographic Association (GLPA) volunteering to help with many club project 
needs;  for  leading  GLPAôs Artistic  Vision  Group  and  conducting cla sses and  organizing field  trips; 

for freely giving her time to judge for clubs throughout the USA via ZOOM and as a presenter; 
for being an excellent teacher; for being a proficient award -winning photographer; for being an 
accomplished Black and White prin t maker and encouraging more people to try it as well.  

 

Jurgen  Lobert  
Master  Member  (MNEC)  

Jurgen receives this honor for his contributions to NECCC as a judge and presenter; for his 

service in many capacities for the Boston Camera Club including Board of Directors, Treasurer, 
Competition  Chair,  PSA Rep and  Competition  Director,  and  Field  Trip  Organizer;  for  founding  the 
Greater Boston Night Photographers  Group and organizing over 500 walks; for teaching courses 

at the New England School of Photography and the Griffin Museum of Photography; for his 
presentations  on  long  exposure,  urban,  and  night  photography  throughout  New  England  and  the 

USA; for leading p hoto excursions and workshops; for being an excellent judge; for publishing 
teaching tips and articles; for his extensive exhibit record; for promoting photography through 
his work to the general public.  

 
Melissa  Needle  
Master  Member  (MNEC)  

Melissa receive s this honor for her years of service to Greater Lynn Photographic Association 
(GLPA) in many capacities including leading the clubôs Smartphone Group for over eight years, 

teaching on a monthly basis about the different apps and ways to retouch, resize an d create 
works of art with phonography; for serving on GLPAôs Permanent Collection committee; for 
assisting with clean -up days and fund - raisers and going above and beyond anything that was 

asked  of  her;  for  teaching  and  assisting  with  many  workshops;  for  her  many  awards  received  in 
local and international competitions where her extreme creativity has earned her well -deserved 

recognition.  

 

Sandy  Selesky  
Master  Member  (MNEC)  

Sandy receives this honor for over 20 years of leadership and service to the Nashoba Valley 

Photo  Club  as past  president,  print  competition  coordinator  and  scheduler  of  competition  judges; 
for teaching many workshops and delivering many presentations on bi rd photography, for being 

a frequent contributor of articles and photos to many well - known nature magazines; for her 
numerous local and international awards, for her exhibit record including having one of her 
photos on exhibit at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C.; for over 

35 years of passionate nature photography that has supported the conservation and 
preservation of various bird species.  



Associate Member (ANEC) 
 

Charles  Needle  
Associate  Member  (ANEC)  

Charles receives this honor for his continued professional support of the NECCC Photography 
Conference; for offering presentations many times at the conference over the years, including 
speaking on creative and macro photography, conducting hands -on worksh ops, teaching 

attendees  with  various  set  ups,  and  leading  educational  photo  walks;  for  promoting  photography 
at clubs, workshops, and conferences throughout New England; for leading photography tours; 

for sharing his knowledge with a fun style and through the photography books he has written; 
for his  many local  and international  awards; for being willing to share  his expertise  with anyone.  

 

 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION - AWARDED BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Honorary  Vice - President  New  England  Camera  Club  Council  

 
This honorary officer ship is not intended as a lettered honor, but is awarded at the discretion of 

the Executive Committee for superior and sustained contribution to the organizational efforts  
and activities of the Council's Annual Conference. This award is intended for those outside of  

New England or those in the New England area who are not photographers, but who have 
contributed tremendously to the success of our annual conference. The council has only given 
this Honor out twice before. It is our pleasu re to award two recipients from UMASS Conference 

Services this special Honor this year. These two honors were presented at the speakers dinner 
on Saturday night at the conference.  

 

Rebeccah Johnson 
Honorary  Vice - President  
New  England  Camera  Club  Council  

For her outstanding contribution to the success of the NECCC Annual Conferences as University 
Conference Services Registrar; for stepping in at the last minute to act as not only registrar but 

conference coordinator; for her willingness to go above and beyon d her job description on 
several occasions, always finding a solution to the difficult problems that go with a conference 

this large; and for her friendship and knowledge of all things to do with the NECCC Conference.  

 

Amber  Paluk  
Honorary  Vice -President  
New  England  Camera  Club  Council  

For her valuable contribution to the success of the conference and the NECCC Board itself by 
always accommodating us with space for Board meetings; for her knowledge of the conference 
and in her position as sales manager facilitating our contract each year ; for going the extra mile 

to find  new areas that might meet our needs and then  photographing those spaces so we can 
decide; for always working out solutions for us to acquire use of the buildings needed for the 

conference with Summer Students; and for alw ays being there to answer our questions and 
direct us when needed  



Honorary  Life  Vice  President  
 

Rick Cloran HonFPSA, GMPSA, HonNEC and Dennis Goulet HonNEC Received 

Honorary Life President Honors (seen with Antoinette Gombeda APSA, HonNEC)  

HonNE C 
 

Tom  Cuchara  HonNEC 
 

Honorary  Vice  President  
 

Rebeccah  Johnson  seen  with  Susan  Mosser  HonPSA,  HonNEC 



Honorary  Vice  President  
 

Amber  Paluk  seen  with  Susan  Mosser  HonPSA,  HonNEC 

 

Associate  NEC 
 

Bobbi  Lane  ANEC 
 

Charles  Needle  ANEC 



NECCC  Honors:  

 

 

 

2020  MNEC:  Denise  Benavides,  Nancy  Orbe,  Patrick  Brosnan,  Lisa Bushee,  Terri 

Smith, Richard Kunsch  
 

2021 MNEC: Linda Coviello, John McGrath, 

Larry  Dunn,  Karl  Zuzarte,  and  Denise  Saldana  
 

2022  MNEC:  Jan Doyle,  Dorothy  Beaudoin,  Walter  Knox,  Janice  Koskey, 

Melissa Needle, Sandy Selesky  
 

2022  HonNEC:  Meredith  Harris,  Shiv  Verma,  Pam Lintner,  Chane  Cullen, 

Cindy Gosselin, Chris Germain  



Looking  Back  at  the  75 th  Conference 

It Takes a Village  

by  Paul  Smith,  Editor,  the  NECCC  Bulletin  
 

Conference Chairmen Lisa and Tom Curchara 

with Scott Kelby, Keynote Speaker (center) 
 

After a 2 year delay, the 75 th  NECCC conference took place on July 15th ï 17 th  

2022. As it turned out, it was well worth waiting for. Lisa and Tom Cuchar a, Co -  

Chairs, did a remarkable job of bringing together the vast majority of speakers 

whom  they  had  originally  booked  for  the  event.  What  a treat  to  have  not  one,  not 

two, but three incredibly talented Keynote Speakers; Scott Kelby, Frans Lanting 

and Bill ie Weiss. I was not able to attend Scottôs presentation, but the reports I 

have heard have been tremendous.  

 

 

Frans Lanting, center, with Shiv Verma, Lisa 
Cuchara,  Antoinette  Gombeda  and  Tom  Cuchara  

 

I have been a big fan of Frans for many years and was very excited to see his 

presentation  at  the  Fine  Arts  Center  Friday  evening.  And,  he  did  not  disappoint.  The 

emotions that this very talented photographer is able to capture in his imagery are 

nothing s hort of amazing. He earned a well deserved standing ovation Friday 

evening.  



 

Billie  Weiss  (center)  shown 

with  Lisa and  Tom  Cuchara  

The Saturday night Keynote Speaker was Billie Weiss, Photography Manager, 
Boston Red Sox. Billie  had presented to  my camera club recently, so  I was  familiar 

with  his  work  and  I  was  wondering  if  I  would  enjoy  seeing  his  presentation  again.  I 
was  not disappointed as  Billie  had made  many  additions  to  his  presentation  and  on 

Saturday night, he actually gave me goose bumps! I have somewhat of a close 
relationship to the Red Sox having grown up with them in my ñback yardò and my 
wifeôs family has worked at Fenway Park for many years. My mother and father in 

law were actually photographed holding the Red Soxô first World Series trophy! 
Billie  also  received  a well  deserved  standing  ovation.  

My position as Vice President on the Executive Board has given me an opportunity 
to  get  a taste  of  what  is involved  with  planning  a conferen ce of this  magnitude.  The 

amount of planning and hours devoted to it by so many dedicated individual is 
astounding, as well as the amount of time and effort put in by many individuals 
who generously give of their time and efforts.  

 

The ñRed Shirtsò 

The ñRed Shirtsò as they are affectionately known, never receive the recognition 
that  they  so richly  deserve.  Led by  David  Yankee  (back  row  sixth  from  the  left)  and 

Susan Mosser (not shown, too busy doing other stuff to be in the group picture).  
They are responsible for setting up the various venues with audio and video 

equipment  as well  as attending  all  presentations  to  assure  there  are  no  problems.  



In  a word,  they  do  all  the  heavy  lifting!  They  arrive  before  the  conference  and  stay 
after the conference is over. They do A LOT of work!  

 

The Photo  Ops Committee  

Many thanks  go out to  the  Photo  Opôs committee, led by Barbara Rozavsky and 

Chris  Germain.  Every  conference,  they  seem  to  come  up  with  new  and  different 
set ups. The 75 th  Conference included therapy dogs, water drops, still lifes, 

glassware (I love you Mary Boucher), something new called ñFlat Layò, flowers 
behind textured glass and more.  

 

 

There  were  models,  but  not  just  any  models,  very  beautiful  models.  The  Model 

Committee led by Skip Hoyt, did an excellent job, as usual, recruiting the 
models and working tirelessly, as usual, building the various studio set ups.  

They  always  come  up  with  something  new  every  year.  This  year  it  was  an 
outdoor café set up with a  great backdrop.  



I was very excited when I learned that there would be ballerinas to photograph. I 
was even more excited to find out that I actually had previously worked with both 
of the ballerinas that were attending. Hailey Fairhurst and Bets Kalalau are two of 
the  most  talented  ballerinas  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with.  Many  thanks 

to Jim Brady and Bobbi Lane for their parts in putting this together!  
 

Hailey  Fairhurst  Bobbi  Lane,  Bets,  Lee,  Hailey  Bets  Kalalau  

 

 
As usual the Hospitality Team did everything they could to make sure all of the 

attendees  had  all  the  information  and  things  they  needed  to  make  for  a very  successful 
conference.  

 

Helen Stevens, Mary Hall, Chairman Terri Smith, Lisa 
Bushee and Daria Sante ree  

ñWhile there is perhaps a province in which the photograph can tell us 

nothing more than what we see with our own eyes, there is another in 
which  it  proves  to  us  how  little  our  eyes  permit  us  to  see.ò 
ï Dorothea  Lange  



The registration  desk  is aptly  handled  by  members  of  the  UMass Conferences 

Services. They work really hard and deserve our appreciation.  
 

Antoinette  Gombeda  with  Conference  Services  Members  

 

 
The NECCC has  been  very  fortunate  to  have  the  support  of  many  vendors  over  the 

years.  This  year,  two  of the  vendors  were  The Adirondacks  Institute  and  Olympus.  
 

 

 

 
 

ñPhotography is  not  about  cameras,  gadgets  and  gizmos.  

Photography  is  about  photographers.  A camera  didnôt make  a great 

picture  any  more  than  a typewriter  wrote  a great  novel.ò 

ï Peter  Adams  



Charitable Giving 
Richard  Cloran,  HonPSA,  GMPSA, HonNEC 

NECCC Treasurer  

 
The New England Camera Club Council, Inc. was established in 1937, and 
incorporated  in  1963.  The  first  annual  photography  conference  was  held  in  1946. 

NECCC is a charitable, tax -exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. Gift s and donations are tax -deductible to the extent 
allowed by law, and will be acknowledged both individually and in the NECCC 

Bulletin.  
 

General Operating Fund 
The General Operating Fund is an opportunity to offer direct support to NECCC 
activities.  Donatio ns to this fund will be used for the operating expenses of the 

Council  and  any  needed  equipment  purchases.  A storage  facility  is rented  to  house 
all the equipment NECCC owns during the year, and a rental truck is used to bring 

the equipment to and from whe rever it is needed.  

 

Memorial Fund 
Each year the Council awards three substantial scholarship grants to deserving 
students enrolled  in  a photographic curriculum in  an accredited institute of  higher 
learning so that they may further their education in the field of photography and 
imaging.  These  students  are  honored  and  presented  with  their  scholarships  at  the 

annual Representatives meeting of the Council, normally in July of each year.  

 

Gift Giving 
A donation or gift to NECCC helps further the goals of NECCC: to provide 
scholarship grants to students; to support New England camera clubs through 
various programs that are offered; and to educate photographers at all levels of 

skill  during  our  annual  ph otography  conference.  Everyone  who  works  on  the  board, 
on the conference, or on any of the many committees, does so as an unpaid 
volunteer.  As a charitable, tax -exempt organization recognized by the IRS, NECCC 

appreciates  your  support  -  a donation  to  the  New  England  Camera  Club  Council  is a 
win -win situation.  

 
If  you  wish  you  can  go  to  the  website  at  <www.NECCC.org>  for  an  online  donation 
form under ñcharitable givingò and then send it and your donation (made out to 
NECCC) to:  

 

For  donations  to  the  General  Operating  Fund,  please  mail  to:  
NECCC Operating  Fund  

Susan  Mosser,  HonPSA,  HonNEC, 
173 Central St.  

North Reading, MA 01864 -1701 
s.jmosser@comcast.net  978  664  2620  

http://www.neccc.org/
mailto:s.jmosser@comcast.net


For  donations  to  the  Memorial  Fund,  please  mail  to:  

NECCC Memorial Fund 
Karen  Geaghan,  MNEC 

15 Addison Rd.  
Wilbraham,  MA.  01095  
karen@karengeaghanphotos.com   413  537 -3001  

 
General  Fund  Donations - Susan  Mosser,  HonPSA,  HonNEC  Chairman  

 
Donations  to  the  NECCC  GENERAL  OPERATING  FUND help  defray  the  operating 

expenses of the Council, including the cost of services provided to member clubs.  
 

Donations  received  for  this  quarter:  
In  Memory  of  Owen  Santer,  APSA,  HonNEC  

by  Susan  & Jacob  Mosser,  HonPSA,  HonNEC 
 

Memorial  Fund  - Karen  Geagan,  MNEC  Chairman  

A donation to the NECCC MEMORIAL FUND in the memory of a beloved family 

member or friend who enjoyed the craft and art of photography is a fitting tribute 

to  that  person  in  that  your  gift  will  help  to  perpetuate  their  love  of  photography  in  a 

young student who is undertaking a photographic cur riculum.  

¶ When  making  a memorial  donation,  please  include  the  name  and  address  of 
the person's family so that a notification of the gift can be sent to them.  

 
Therefore,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  following  gifts. 
In Memory of: Richard Simmons, MNEC  

By David  Simmons 
By Jean Simmons  

In  Memory  of:  Owen  Santer,  FPSA,  PPSA,  HonNEC  

By Independence  House 
By The NECCC Council  

In  Memory  of:  Loretta  Goldin,  MNEC  

By Lisa Oldham 

By Judith  Hudak  
By Mr & Mrs  Kasowitz 

By Diane Supersano  
By Mr & Mrs  Steve  Kaplan 
By Mr & Mrs Joe Razzaia 

By Elizabeth Calder  

mailto:karen@karengeaghanphotos.com


Keeping  Club  Active  Meetings  by  Chane  Cullens,  HonNEC  
 

These monthly online meetings bring together club Reps, Presidents and other 

leaders to discuss topics which help all camera clubs thrive. Our philosophy is 

simple ï share and learn from other clubs then decide what is best for your club. 

We meet on the th ird Thursday of the month at 7 pm. You can view meeting 

handouts and recordings at Group.NECCC.org. Email ClubServices@NECCC.org  for 

more information or to receive the meeti ng invitations.  

A few of the topics we have discussed over the last six months: NECCC  

Photography Conference (2022, 2023 and 2024), What are Photo Ops, Paying club 

fees online, NECCC Interclub Competitions, Meeting styles (in -person, remote or 

both), All o f the NECCC Club Services clubs, Club competition guidelines, Club 

judging guidelines, Club competition categories, How to improving judging, and 

News to share. Most of our discussion topics are based on requests from individual 

clubs.  

Join  our  meetings  to  help  all  clubs  be more  successful.  
 

 
 

mailto:ClubServices@NECCC.org


When I first found out that I was going to the 2022 NECCC conference I was  

ecstatic, I had just started to truly understand photography and what goes into 

taking a photo. I received my first camera, a Niko n P900, when I was 13 years old. 

Almost every  day  I was  out experimenting with  it and learning  how  to  use it.  When 

it came to selecting classes for high school I knew I wanted to take a photography 

class when given the chance. My freshman year I took a semester - long introduction 

to  photography  class  where  I  learned  to  use  a Nikon  D3300  DSLR.  I  fell  in  love  with  

th e DSLR as it  opened  up  so many  opportunities  that  I  couldnôót  do  with  my  point  
and  shoot.  

My sophomore year I signed up to take my school's Advance Photo 1 class, which 

meant that I got to sign out a camera from the school as well as a tripod. As soon 

as I took home the camera I immediately started messing around with it and 

continued to experi ment the entire year long course.  

Unfortunately, Covid came when I was only half way through my sophomore year 

and the conference could not be held. My Junior year I took our Advanced 

Photography 2 class, but this time I got to use my Nikon D 3500 which I had gotten 

for  my birthday.  This allowed me  to  explore  my own camera as  well  as not having 

to  focus  on just photography things  for  my school  assignments.  I had  also started 

to explore Photoshop and Lightroom while the pandemic was at its worst . I had 

attended a few Milford Camera Club meetings before the pandemic started but was 

never consistent due to school. When the meetings moved to zoom due to the 

pandemic I was able to attend meetings consistently, which allowed me to learn 

through differ ent presentations and watching club photo competitions. A year after  

 

 

 

 

 

High  School  Studentsõ Essays 

Rachel Sulkis  
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I really enjoyed the cosplayers as I have done a steampunk photoshoot in the past 

which was outside so I had never worked with models in a space like that and giant 

lights and umbrellas. I learned how the lights should be placed, angled, and how  

you work w ith your camera in this kind of setting. I also learned how to pose the 

cosplayers  in  ways  that  would  help  the  lighting  make  the  photo  brighter  or  darker 

or even add more shadow.  

When it came to shooting the models I felt really out of my element as I had never  
used a remote flash before and didn ót know how it would affect my images. I took a  

few photos and wasn ót happy with how my photos came out. Someone had asked  
me h ow my photos came out when I was looking at them. I told him how my  
photos were coming out almost white and that I was trying to figure out why. He  

told me to change my white balance and try taking the picture again. The picture  

came out better but still w asnót what I wanted, he took a look at my settings and  
realized one of my settings was on auto which caused the photos to come out  

white. He tried to help me change it even though he didn ót know how the Nikon  

 
 

When I found out that NECCC was having the conference this summer I was really 

excited to finally experience the conference and everything it has to offer. I was a 

little unsure of how I would enjoy the conference only being 17 years old and just 

graduatin g high school. But my worries immediately went away as soon as I got to 

the conference and met 3 other people who had also applied as a student or even 

college student. We had an immediate connection just through our interest in 

photography and our knowled ge of photography. Other people attending the 

conference were so nice and welcoming, they were also extremely happy to see 

younger students as interested in photography as they are. I was really excited for 

my preconference class with Billie Weiss on sport s photography as I had tried  

photographing  a few  sports  and  didnót  like  how  my  photos  came  out.  Billie  was  filled  
with  knowledge  and  shared  so many  great  tips  which  have  been  so helpful.  I  left  his  
class with tons of notes that I take with me in my camera bag as I know I will be 

using them even in the future.  

As many things as I learned in Billie ós class I knew that I would struggle  

understanding things in other classes as I am a hands -on learner who needs to do  

found rooms of models, cosplayers, and still life setups. I wasn ót sure how much I  

it as it is happening. I decided to go explore the conference center where I had  

was going to enjoy still life as I have fallen in love with animal and model  

photography over the last year. I really enjoyed the still l ife setups as it gave me an 

opportunity to explore my camera settings more and gave me new ideas of what I 

can try and do at home. This also inspired me to try more still life with items I have 

at home or items I will have available at school when I go off  to school in the fall.  
 

 

joining I began competing in our beginners  division where I placed in the top 3 

almost every competition and even tied in our all club  section of competition. My 

senior year I took AP 2 -D art and design where my portfolio was photography 

focused which allo wed me to create pieces freely while still being able to compete in 

club competitions. This course helped me find what I really enjoy taking photos of 

and where I really enjoy taking them.  



I  also  really  enjoyed taking  photos  of  the  ballerinas  that  were  posing  in  the  chapel 

as they were often moving doing different poses and even leaps. I had to adapt  

when it came to photographing them as there was a crowd of people taking pictures 

of  them  so I  couldnôt ta ke  pictures  of  them  head  on which  made  it  difficult 

capturing  the  light  properly  and  even  placement  on  the  backdrop.  But  this  taught 

me that even though you might have the perfect setup, you might have to change 

your idea and do something different than what you planned.  

When I heard that there was going to be a pirates and steampunk setup in the  

chapel I was reall y excited as a steampunk photoshoot is what really got me 

interested in photographing people especially people dressed up in costumes and 

using inventive props. I learned how to position the steampunk models in ways that 

would help bring light to certain p arts of their costumes and cause shadows behind 

them.  As well  as how to  pose  them  in  a way  that  made  sense  with  their  costume 

and their props so that it would make sense to the viewer. I really enjoyed the 

pirates as their costumes were super detailed as w ell as the backdrop and set that 

was there. It made you feel like you were on a pirate ship taking pictures of real 

pirates. They were also really good at posing with each other as well as with their 

props which made it super fun and entertaining to photog raph them.  

When I wasn ót photographing still life, ballerinas, pirates, cosplayers, and models I  

was in Susan Magnano ós class, Photographer ós Guide to Acadia National Park. This  
class really interested me as I have been to Acadia National Park in Bar Harbor,  
Maine a few times. My second trip to the National Park was with my first camera  
and I really enjoyed going around the park and capturing pictures. But I wanted to  

learn more about capturing pictures in the park and how I could capture how  
beautiful the park is. I learned about many photography spots in the park and even  

locations in the park that I didn ót even know about as they are not on the maps in  
the park. I also learned how I could prepare for capture photos in the park as well  

as what to bring with me, when the best times to go are, and what you can do to  
enhance your photos using people around you. This class really puts into  
perspec tive what you can do in the park as well as in the city around the park as  

there are many beautiful places and thingsto photograph throughout the city. I  

canót wait to go back to Acadia National Park in the future and use what I learned in  
her class.  

At night I really enjoyed Frans Lanting's keynote presentation. His work was truly  

inspiring and I haven ót seen anything like it and haven ót heard of anyone doing  
some of the things he has done to get his pictures. It was amazing to see what he  
has captured over the last few decades and you could even see how technology has  
changed  over the years when it comes to camera equipment as well as audio  

technology, such as setting up live cameras in the middle of the desert to capture a  

possible cheetah that hadn ót been spotted in awhile. Or even going into the jungle  
to track and follow a  family of monkeys for several weeks.  

 
 

 

 

 

settings worked, but we figured it out and it made a huge difference in my photos. 

Not only in the model photos but in my photos I take now, post conference.  


