Flower Photography
From Studio to Garden

Sandy Schill
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Agenda

Tools for Garden Photography
Basic Photography Elements
Not Just Flowers

Include other subjects

Shoot 1n all seasons

Tools for Studio Photography
Technique

Editing

Printing

Inspiration

ISO 250 100mm 2.8 1/640



Tools for Garden Photography

Lens with :
Camera low £-stop Tripod
Reflector - Daffuser - Clamp —
Foam core Foam core or clo thesp s
with tin foil fabric P
Flash backdrop

paper




Basic
Photography
Elements

Lighting

Composition

Depth of Field

Focus

Shutter Speed




Natural Light

& Early Morning or Late in the Day
& Look for shade
& Reflector
& Diffuser
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Composition
¢ Rule of Thirds

& Subject not placed in center of image

1SO 800 40!



Composition

¢ Fill the frame
¢ QGet 1n close

¢ Look for a center of attention

ISO 800 60mm £8.0 1/80
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ISO 200 100mm £2.8 1/1250

ISO 1000 100mm 2.8 1/1250



Composition

¢ Stem Placement

&

Not straight up and
down

Not coming out of the
corner

ISO 250 100mm 2.8 1/400




Composition

& Angles - move around
¢ Front
& Back
& Top

¢ Bottom




Composition

& Parts of the flower




Depth of Field

& Watch your Background
¢ Try to blur the background — wide open f-stop
& Keep the background simple — move around to find less distraction
¢ Use a “backdrop”
¢ Highlight the main subject using blur, focus and light

ISO 200 100mm £2.81 /200 é{






Don’t be afraid to capture a
grouping of flowers but provide
other elements in the image to
create interest or highlight the story.

Try to elevate the image beyond a
snapshot.
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Focus

When choosing your focal point, ask
yourself where do you want the viewer to
look. What is the highlight of the flower or
1mage.

If you want the entire flower or grouping
in sharp focus, you will need to focus stack
if you want the background soft.

ISO 320 100mm 2.8 1/400

ISO 125 100mm 2.8 1/400



Shutter Speed

& Keep it fast
& Watch the wind
¢ Steady your subject

¢ In camera motion can create abstract images




Consider Black &
White

Find blooms and stems that have texture,
character or unique elements that work
with black and white

ISO 2000 100mm £8 1/320
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ISO1600 100mm 8 1/1600




Flowers

% Look for unique looking blooms

% Fresh in the morning

& Know the peak blooming time



Not Just Flowers

® Buds
& Seeds

& Leaves




& Butterflies
& Caterpillars
® Bugs

¢ Frogs

¢ Snakes (eek)

Incorporate a subject




Photograph All
Seasons - Fall

& Fading flowers
& Colorful leaves

® Berries




Winter
Photography

Leaves
Branches

Dead flower heads




Studio Flower Photography

& Still Life P
& Flash or Natural Light ’ﬁ, B2
& Black and White S

& Store bought flowers to practice with 150 200, gz 18 TN




Tools for
Studio
Flower

Photography

Camera Tripod
Strobes

Backdrop Speedlights
LEDs

Modifiers | | eflector -

Flags




Side Light with
reflector

Speedlight camera left
Reflector camera right

Flowers laying on floor with
backdrop

Textured backdrop added in
post processing




Natural window light camera right

Use scrapbook paper or textured backdrop
behind subject

ISO 1600 100mm 5.6 1/13






Natural Light

Large window camera right
Textured Background

Focus stacked 4 images

Note: Adding other elements helps the
story

ISO 8000 70mm {4 1/40



Multiple Constant Lights

PHOTOGRAPHY SETUP: DARK-FIELD RIM LIGHTING & SNOOTED FILL

TOP-DOWN VIEW

DIFFUSER PANEL ’\ LUMECUBE

l \I (BACK LIGHT)

LUMECUBE
(BACK LIGHT)

CENTRAL ————— CENTRAL
< BLACK FLAG = BLACK FLAG
WIDTH: 10” - Crucial for

RIM LIGHT PATH »

SIDE/CROSS-SECTION VIEW

DIFFUSER AND
LUMECUBE FLAG SYSTEM
(FRONT FILL)
WITH SNOOT ’
BUD VASE
& FLOWER
ELEVATED J |

SNOOTED FILL

T

SNOOT
ELEVATION: VASE
l 30” HEIGHT:

N

T DIFFUSER
SNOOT TO VASE AND FLAG

VASE |0X HORIZONTAL SYSTEM
DISTANCE: 40"

deep blacks
7 LEFT SIDE _,
BLACKELAG LUMECUBE
FLOWER IN > (FRONT FILL)
BUD VASE WITH SNOOT
/ ~
BLACK ACRYLIC __| g’;‘ﬁ?,,ﬁ RIGHT SIDE
D\ SURFACE DISTANCE: s BLACK FLAG
X WIDTH: [
30" SNOOTED
CAMERA —> FILL BEAM
VASE TO
CENTRAL FLAG
DISTANCE: 60"

\ I Side Black Flags (x2):
» Prevents side reflections and
lens flare. Place on either side,

« Positions behind diffuser, outside the central flag.

« Creates glowing edge definition.

Black Flag

* Blocks central background light from reaching
the lons. Essential for dark-field effect.

SETUP LEGEND & KEY
Q LumeCube (Back x2)

« Tight spot-lighting to reveal flower

Snooted LumeCube (Front x1)
datail without washing out reflections.

< Reflective Surface
« For a clean, dark bottom reflection.




Editing

Ps File Edit Image Layer Type Select Filter View Plugins Window Help
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Layers =

Fil Screen

If focus stacking, you will need to merge images in
Photoshop

If using neutral background, you can add color
and texture.
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) I CoffecShop Aphrodite Luxe.
) W CoffeeShop Aphrodite
) WM CoffeeShop Art Gallery
) WM CoffeeShop Attic Vintage
) Il CoffecShop Autumn Luxe
) Wl Coffeeshop Autumn Pop
~ [ CoffesShop Baby PowderRoom
) Coffesshop Baby PowderRoom
) WM Coffesshop Blssful Light
) W CoffesShop Burgundy Wine Matte
) ER CoffesShop Buttercream Beauty
) M CoffeeShop Buttercream Luxe
) ER CoffesShop Buttered Toast
) I CoffesShop Butterscotch Vintage...
) WM Coffesshop Claret Blush
) Il CoffeeShop Color Cast Killer
) WM Coffesshop Coorpop 3
) M CoffeeShop Creamy Chocolate BW2
) Ml CoffeeShop Cresmy Luxe
) M CoffeeShop Dark and Stormy Night
4 ) WM CoffecShop Enchantment
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Properties  Brush Settings
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* Align and Distribute
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' Quick Actions
Remove Background

Select Subject
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Print and Enjoy

& Get photos off your camera/phone/computer

& Create Gifts
& Notecards

& Calendars




& https://fineart.danielaucoin.com/

¢ https://www.annebelmontphotography.com/
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https://www.annebelmontphotography.com/

Thank You
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