Photography Composmon

Rhonda Cullens, HonNEC, VP NECCC Website: CCullens.com
To: Flagpole Photographers October 9, 2025 Email: Info@CCullens.com
Slides at: FlagpolePhotographers.com/Programs/Composition2025
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Photography Composition - What is it?

It helps tell a story and guide the

Vi ewer os eye
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Photography Composition - Why is it important?

A Captivates the Viewer 71 Holds the viewer in the photo and prompts them
to look where the most important element is placed.

A Creates a Sense of Harmony i Focuses on how items are arranged and
what to include or exclude.

A ExpressIndividualty i Ther e are many compositi c
you can also breakt hose Arul esodo to help expre
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Photography Composition

Use them as a starting point then see which work for
the scene and the story you want your photo to tell!
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Composition Topics

Getting to the Subject: Setting the Scene:
A Center of Interest or Subject A Colors, Contrast & Light
A Compose to Tell a Story A Foreground, Middle Ground &

nds

/| 2YLR2arbGAzy awd
ALeading Lines &Gurves %\Cér%era Depth of Field

ARule of Thirds vs. Centering  Things to watch for:

ARule of Odds A Mergers,Corners, Horizons,
AFill the Frame vs. Breathing Ankles & other joints
Room & Negative Space A Simplify

AGolden Ratio Finishing Touches & Tips:

Positioning: A Cropping & Vignettes
A Direction & Perspective ATry Something Different!
A Reflections & Symmetry A Have Fun with Pod®rocessing

A Framing AWords& Still Life Tips
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Composition Topics

Getting to the Subject: Setting the Scene:

A Center of Interest or Subject A Colors, Contrast & Light

A Compose to Tell a Story A Foreground, Middle Ground &
nds
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ALeading Lines &Gurves %&Cg'%era Depth of Field

ARule of Thirds vs. Centering  Things to watch for:

ARule of Odds A Mergers,Corners, Horizons,
AFill the Frame vs. Breathing Ankles & other joints
Room & Negative Space A Simplify

AGolden Ratio Finishing Touches & Tips:

Positioning: A Cropping & Vignettes
A Direction & Perspective A Try Something Different
A Reflections & Symmetry A Have Fun with Pod®rocessing

A Framing AWords &Still Life Tips



Center of Interest or Subject 1 What caught your eye?
It i s a place for the viewer d0s eye
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Center of Interest or Subject 1 What caught your eye?
It i s a place for the viewer d0s eye
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Someti mes the ASubjecto | nc

Composition helps us take it all in before resting in one spot.

A Summer Day A ELTTE
all Wa
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Someti mes the ASubjecto | nc
Composition helps us take it all in before resting in one spot.

A Summer Day
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Compose to Tell a Story When Possible
Think of a caption for the scene you see. Does your photo convey that story?
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What Astoryo are peopl e
Consider capturing people in action o

Tip:Do all of the elements in the frame contribute to
the story? If not, can anything be cropped out?
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Does the story have emotional impact?
Look for subjects and settings that evoke an emotional reaction
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Is there a story showing an emotional connection?
Look for and capture those moments
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What stories do you see?
Capture what catches your eye!
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Composition Topics

Getting to the Subject: Setting the Scene:
A Center of Interest or Subject A Colors, Contrast & Light
A Compose to Tell a Story A Foreground, Middle Ground &

E , Backgroynds
I 2YLRaAGAZY dawd ¢V .
A Leading Lines &Surves %\(gr%era Deptiloilie
ARule of Thirds vs. Centering  Things to watch for:

ARule of Odds A Mergers,Corners, Horizons,
AFill the Frame vs. Breathing Ankles & other joints
Room & Negative Space A Simplify

AGolden Ratio Finishing Touches & Tips:

Positioning: A Cropping & Vignettes
A Direction & Perspective ATry Something Different
A Reflections & Symmetry A Have Fun with Pod®rocessing

A Framing AWords &Still Life Tips
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Leading Lines T Natural or Man -made




Straight Leading Lines
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Diagonal Leading Lines
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Diagonal Leading Lines
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Curved Lines
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S-Curves Can Lead Into the Photo Too!
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S-Curves Can Lead Into the Photo Too!
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Rule of Thirds
Divide the photo into 9 parts with an imaginary tic tac toe grid

Put points of
Interest on lines or
Intersections.

The eye Is a point
of Interest.
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Rule of Thirds T Helps the Subject Stand Out
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Rule of Thirds T Makes Photos More Dynamic & Balanced
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Centering Subjects Can Work Too!
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Rule of Odds T 1, 3, or 5 ltems/Subjects
An odd number can be perceived as more appealing and balanced

1 Butterfly + 3 Flowers

Over 5 items usually
dondt get

+ 3 Babies
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