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Photography Composition - What is it?

The arrangement of elements within

a frame to create a visually compelling photo.

It helps tell a story and guide the 

viewerôs eye to the subject.
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Photography Composition - Why is it important?

Å Captivates the Viewer ï Holds the viewer in the photo and prompts them 

to look where the most important element is placed.

Å Creates a Sense of Harmony ï Focuses on how items are arranged and 

what to include or exclude.

Å Express Individuality ï There are many composition ñrulesò, however, 

you can also break those ñrulesò to help express your vision for the image.

Brings all visual elements together to express the purpose of the photo!
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Photography Composition

ñComposition Rulesò are ñGuidelinesò! 

Use them as a starting point then see which work for 

the scene and the story you want your photo to tell!
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Composition Topics

Getting to the Subject:
ÅCenter of Interest or Subject
ÅCompose to Tell a Story

/ƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ άwǳƭŜǎέΥ
ÅLeading Lines & S-Curves
ÅRule of Thirds vs. Centering
ÅRule of Odds
ÅFill the Frame vs. Breathing    

Room & Negative Space
ÅGolden Ratio

Positioning:
ÅDirection & Perspective
ÅReflections & Symmetry
ÅFraming

 

Setting the Scene:
ÅColors, Contrast & Light
ÅForeground, Middle Ground & 

Backgrounds
ÅCamera Depth of Field

Things to watch for:
ÅMergers, Corners, Horizons, 
 Ankles & other joints
ÅSimplify

Finishing Touches & Tips:
ÅCropping & Vignettes
ÅTry Something Different!
ÅHave Fun with Post-Processing
ÅWords & Still Life Tips
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Center  of Interest or Subject ï What caught your eye?
It is a place for the viewerôs eye to land. Composition helps us get there.
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Center  of Interest or Subject ï What caught your eye?
It is a place for the viewerôs eye to land. Composition helps us get there.
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Sometimes the ñSubjectò Includes Surroundings
Composition helps us take it all in before resting in one spot.

A Summer Day
A Fall Walk
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Compose to Tell a Story When Possible
Think of a caption for the scene you see. Does your photo convey that story?

Longing for Freedom
LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΗ

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǎƘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǎΗ
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What ñstoryò are people telling?
Consider capturing people in action

Tip: Do all of the elements in the frame contribute to 

the story? If not, can anything be cropped out?
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Does the story have emotional impact?
Look for subjects and settings that evoke an emotional reaction
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Is there a story showing an emotional connection?
Look for and capture those moments
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What stories do you see?
Capture what catches your eye!
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Leading Lines ï Draws the Viewerôs Eye Into the Photo

Look for Directional Elements 



© Copyright 202518
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Leading Lines ï Natural or Man -made
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Straight Leading Lines
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Diagonal Leading Lines
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Diagonal Leading Lines
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Curved Lines
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S-Curves Can Lead Into the Photo Too!
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S-Curves Can Lead Into the Photo Too!



© Copyright 202526

Rule of Thirds
Divide the photo into 9 parts with an imaginary tic tac toe grid 

Put points of 

interest on lines or 

intersections.

The eye is a point 

of interest.
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Rule of Thirds ï Helps the Subject Stand Out
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Rule of Thirds ï Makes Photos More Dynamic & Balanced
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Centering  Subjects Can Work Too!
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Rule of Odds ï 1, 3, or 5 Items/Subjects
An odd number can be perceived as more appealing and balanced

1 Butterfly + 3 Flowers

Over 5 items usually 

donôt get counted!

1 Mom

+ 3 Babies


