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Where To Start?

The camera manual?

The internet library?

Ask a friend?

A specific task?
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Today let's map camera 
smarts to accomplishing tasks

Focus
Landscape Example

Auto
Camera Example

Motion
Action Example

Light
Family Example



hŦǘŜƴΣ άōŀǎƛŎǎέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
presentation focuses on capturing better photos in everyday situations. Along the way, you will learn a lot about your 
camera settings and how to better leverage camera capabilities to create better results. 

ÅLandscape Photos, Focusing - Choosing what should be in focus and how much should be in focus
ÅAction Photos, Motion - Deciding to freeze or blur the action
ÅFamily Photos, Lighting - Where lighting is often poor and eliminating distractions in your photo is
ÅMore Camera Smarts - Using the built-in intelligent auto camera modes

Camera intelligence varies by brand and model and, at the same time, has considerable overlap. This presentation 
targets the 75%  of the intelligence that probably exists within your camera. There will be lots of Canon examples since 
LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ /ŀƴƻƴ {[w ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфутΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ bƛƪƻƴ ŀƴŘ CǳƧƛŦƛƭƳ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΦ

Plan

Objectives

Universe



Was this photo 
taken with 

Manual or Smart 
camera settings?

ÅLong exposure 
for silky water
ÅLots in focus
ÅNice blue sky



! ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
metering the light then adjusting 

settings you have not locked down. 

Work together to be smarter yet!
I chose Aperture priority at f/22 and ISO 100

The Camera chose the Shutter Speed of 0.6 seconds

Was this photo 
taken with 

Manual or Smart 
camera settings?

ÅLong exposure 
for silky water
ÅLots in focus
ÅNice blue sky



Buttons, Buttons and more Buttons



Nikon i, 
Canon Q, 
Fujifilm Q 
Buttons

Amazing power 
without 

remembering 
which button 

does what



Focus
With a Landscape Example

Focus
Landscape Example

Auto
Camera Example

Motion
Action Example

Light
Family Example

1/10 second, f/14, ISO 400, 24mm



Choosing what 
should be in focus 

and how much 
should be in focus

Focus Point Selection
Where is the sharpest 
spot?

Directing Your Viewers 
Using composition 
techniques.

Focus Range
How much should be 
in focus?

Landscape

1/500 second, f/6.3, ISO 800, 400mm



Canon

1.Landscape - choose a focus point about one-third of the way into the scene
2.Still life focus stacking - Without changing lights or moving the camera, move 

the focus point to each main item, reshoot
3.Tip - Set default autofocus point to high center to keep feet in the photo 

when focusing on the eyes

Nikon Fujifilm

Landscape Activity ςFocus Point Control Activity



CƻŎǳǎ ǎƳŀǊǘǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ άǿƘƛŎƘ ǇƻƛƴǘέΣ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ 
point area to use on most cameras

Canon

Which point

Then
How much

One point

Four point

Surrounding

Zone

Large Zone

Smart

Landscape - Focus Point + Size of Focus Area



LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
using the touch screen or menus Canon LCD buttons

ÅWhite Balance

ÅMetering Mode

ÅDrive Mode

ÅAuto Focus Mode

ÅISO

ÅFlash Exposure Comp

Handy Tip



Providing immediate 
feedback on the
Rule of Thirds

Landscape - Composition - Display Grid Lines
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Landscape - Composition - Display Grid Lines



Depth-of-Field Preview Button

Alters the the viewfinder and 
screen to reflect the actual 
aperture setting

The larger the Aperture number (F-stop)
the larger the number of items in focus

f/4 - a few items in focus
f/20 - lots of items in focus

Landscape - Range of Focus - Depth-of-Field Preview Button



Auto Focus - ON

The same as 
pressing the 
shutter button 
halfway.

Landscape - Focus on scene - AF-ON Button



Auto 
Exposure 
Lock

AE lock may 
beapplied at 
the selected 
AF point

Landscape - Lock Exposure - Multiple Shots same Exposure Level

1/20 second, f/14, ISO 100, 24mm



Programmable Buttons?

Programmable buttons are a
double-edge sword

5 seconds, f/7.1, ISO 100, 75mm



Landscape
Focus

Smart
Auto

Action
Motion

Family
Light

Motion
With an Action Example

1/640 second, f/2.8, ISO 400, 70mm



Motion - Deciding 
to freeze or blur 

the action

Action

Focus tracking - letting your camera 
change focus as the subject moves

Using composition techniques -
leaving room ahead of the motion

Drive mode - high-speed 
continuous shooting

Capturing motion - putting you in 
control of the look

2.5 seconds, f/22, ISO 100, 11mm



1.Provide your camera hints on how to focus on the subject in the scene

2.For moving objects, use Continuous

3.²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǊΣ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ άƳƻǾƛƴƎέΣ ǳǎŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ

Drive-AF Button

Spin to Change 

ωBest for still subjects
ωCanon - One-Shot, Nikon - Single-servo

Single

ωSwitches to Continuous if subject 
moves
ωCanon - AI Focus, Nikon - Auto-servo

Hybrid

ωFor moving subjects
ωCanon - AI Servo, Nikon - Continuous-servo

Continuous

Action - Auto Focus Characteristics



Set your camera to drive/release mode to
Canon - Continuous, Nikon - Continuous, Fujifilm - Burst

Nikon ςάwŜƭŜŀǎŜέ Fujifilm ςά5ǊƛǾŜέ Canon ςά5ǊƛǾŜ-AFέ

Action -{ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά5ǊƛǾŜέ ƻǊ άwŜƭŜŀǎŜέ aƻŘŜActivity


